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Accrington  Public  Library. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Library  Committee. 

Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Tenth  Annual 
Report,  covering  the  year  ended  31st  March,  1911. 

It  is  with  pleasure  that  I  have  again  to  report  an  increase 
in  the  year's  issue  of  books.  For  the  seven  years  during  which 
the  Library  was  housed  at  the  Mechanics'  Institution,  the  average 
annual  issue  was  80,000  volumes  ;  whilst  for  the  three  years  the 
new  building  has  been  open  the  average  annual  issue  is  112,000 
vols. 

Lending  Department. — The  total  issue  for  the  year  just 
ended  is  115,093,  exclusive  of  the  volumes  issued  from  the  schools  : 
an  increase  of  3,779  volumes  compared  with  the  year  1909-10. 
The  Library  was  open  302  days  as  against  303  last  year  ;  the  daily 
average  issue  has  increased  from  367  to  381.  3, 169  new  or  renewed 
tickets  have  been  issued,  1,099  of  these  being  to  children  between 
the  ages  of  ten  and  fourteen.  Extra  tickets  for  Non-fictional 
works  have  been  granted  to  222  borrowers,  and  the  bookings 
for  bespoke  books  number  429  :  the  figures  last  year  were 
respectively  171  and  412.  The  amount  received  in  fines  for 
overdue  books  is  £24  8s.  6d..  the  number  paid  being  4,507 
as  against  £28  lis.  0^d.  for  4,871  fines  last  year;  an 
average  of  about  ljd.  per  fine.  The  total  number  of  issues  for 
home  reading  since  the  Library  was  established  in  April,  1901,  is 
891,181  and  including  those  from  the  schools  899,783.  The 
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stock  of  books  in  this  Department  has  been  increased  by  985 
volumes  :  831  by  purchase  and  154  by  gift.  Of  the  latter,  85 
volumes  have  been  transferred  from  the  Subscription  Department, 
the  largest  number  handed  over  in  a  single  year,  and  bringing 
the  total  received  through  that  source  to  424  volumes.  The 
Lending  Department  stock  stands  now,  after  deducting  with- 
drawals, at  13,741  volumes.  With  the  exception  of  the  Juvenile 
Department,  the  books  withdrawn  from  circulation  for  various 
reasons  have  been  replaced  with  other  works  ;  the  Juvenile 
Section,  however,  requires  an  addition  of  some  300  volumes  to 
bring  it  into  line  with  the  others  in  this  respect  ,  and  as  the  Section 
is  a  popular  one,  I  hope  to  be  able  to  augment  it  to  this  extent 
at  least,  during  the  coming  year.  It  is  pleasing  to  record  that 
the  increased  issues  in  this  Department  have  not  all  been  of  the 
lighter  type  of  book  ;  the  Non- fiction  percentage  during  the  first 
year  the  Library  was  open  was  23.25  ;  it  has  slowly  increased 
until  for  the  present  year  it  is  27.19.  Our  exchange  of  40  volumes 
with  Messrs.  Smith  and  Sons  has  been  maintained  :  the  issues 
recorded  during  the  period  covered  by  this  report  total  857  as 
against  744  last  year.  Fuller  particulars  of  the  issues  in  this 
Department  will  be  found  in  the  table  appended. 

Reference  Department  and  Local  (Lancashire)  Collection. — 

The  stock  in  the  Reference  Department  has  increased  by  236 
volumes.  51  by  purchase  and  185  by  gift.  139  volumes  have 
been  added  to  the  Local  Section,  28  by  purchase,  and  111  by 
gift.  The  stock  in  these  sections  stands  now  at  : — Reference, 
3,499  ;  Local,  1,056  ;  Total,  4,555  ;  exclusive  of  the  Patents 
Publications.  The  large  number  of  volumes  on  the  open  shelves 
in  this  section  accounts  for  the  comparatively  small  issue  from 
this  department.  The  number  of  volumes  for  which  application 
has  been  made  from  the  closed  shelves  is  : — Local,  298  ;  Reference, 


1,102  ;  Total,  1,400  ;  an  increase  of  74  volumes  on  last  year's 
issue. 
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School  Issues. — 844  tickets  recommending  children  as 
borrowers  have  been  issued  by  Head  Teachers  as  against  732 
last  year.  Supplies  of  books  on  loan  have  also  been  sent  to 
Baxenden  and  Hyndburn  Park  7th  Standard  Class.  To  Baxenden 
60  volumes — the  number  of  issues  being  365  ;  last  year  120 
volumes,  issues  912.  To  Hyndburn  Park  School  70  volumes — the 
number  of  issues  being  1,079  ;  last  year  50  volumes,  issues  458. 
Total  for  the  two  Schools — 1,444  as  against  1,370  last  year. 

Binding. — The  number  of  volumes  re-bound  is  855,  the  cost 
of  the  work  being  £46  14s.  4d.  ;  £65  19s.  2d.  was  expended 
last  year  in  re-binding  1,308  volumes.  Of  the  above  total,  312 
volumes  were  from  the  Fiction  Section,  267  from  the  Juvenile, 
250  from  the  Non-fiction  Sections,  and  26  from  the  Reference 
Department. 

Replacements  and  Withdrawals. — 245  volumes  have  for 
the  reasons  stated  below  been  replaced  with  fresh  copies  ;  for 
this  purpose  25  of  the  old  Mechanics'  Library  books  were  available, 
leaving  220  to  be  purchased,  the  cost  of  which  amounted  to 
£25  13s.  5d.  Books  worn  out  237  volumes,  lost  and  paid  for 
by  borrowers  8  volumes  ;  total  245.  350  volumes  were  replaced 
last  year  at  a  cost  of  £29  0s.  4d.  90  worn-out  volumes  have 
been  withdrawn  from  circulation  :  30  not  required,  9  duplicates, 
and  51  out  of  print  :  many  of  the  latter  have  been  advertised  for 
without  success.      The  number  withdrawn  last  year  was  111. 

Library  Association  Conferences  and  Meetings. — I  attended 
the  International  Congress  of  Librarians  held  at  Brussels  in 
September.  Delegates  were  present  from  almost  all  parts  of 
the  civilized  World  and  an  International  Committee  was  appointed 
to  consider  methods  for  furthering  the  development  of  Library 
work  and  particularly  the  unification  of  codes  of  cataloguing 
rules.  The  meetings  of  the  Branch  Association  have  been  held 
at  Rawtenstall,  Eccles,  Liverpool,  Ashton-in-Makerfield,  and 
St.  Helens  ;  I  attended  the  first  three  and  have  been  re-elected 
a  member  of  the  Council  of  the  Branch  Association. 
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Pictures  and  Exhibitions — Three  pictures  have  been 
presented  and  six  purchased  during  the  period  under  consideration. 
The  former  are  : — (1).  T.  Faed's  "  Worn-out*'  ;  a  proof  engraving, 
presented  by  "  An  Accrington  Friend  and  Well-wisher  "  ; 
(2).  MacWhirter's  "  Autumn — Valley  of  the  Spey,"  presented  by 
the  Ex-Mayor,  (Alderman  T.  E.  Nuttall,  M.D.,  J.P.)  ;  (3).  the 
same  artist's  "  The  track  of  the  Hurricane,"  presented  by  Sir 
George  W.  Macalpine,  Kt.  The  two  last  named  are  oil  paintings. 
These  valuable  gifts  bring  the  total  number  of  pictures  presented 
to  twenty-seven. 

The  six  purchases  are  water-colours  obtained  with  a 
view  to  the  building  up  of  a  collection  of  examples  exhibiting 
the  birth  and  development  of  English  Water-colour  art.  They 
are  examples  of  the  work  of  the  following  artists — Rooker,  P. 
Sandby,  Varley,  Pocock  (2),  and  S.  Austin.  There  are  now 
thirty-three  pictures  belonging  to  the  Corporation. 

Three  pictures  were  lent  to  the  Burnley  Art  Gallery  for 
their  Summer  Exhibition  (1910)  and  were  duly  returned  in 
good  condition.  The  only  pictures  on  loan  in  the  Gallery  at 
present  are  the  three  water-colours  belonging  to  Mr.  James 
Fielding  mentioned  in  my  last  report.  The  exhibition  of  Art 
Students'  work  was  arranged  for  the  third  year  in  the  Gallery. 

The  two  exhibitions  displayed  in  the  show-case  have 
attracted  considerable  attention — the  first  contained  a  number 
of  old  manuscripts  relating  to  Accrington  and  district  and  the 
second,  which  is  still  on  view,  has  reference  to  the  Ter-centenary 
of  the  publication  of  the  Authorised  Version  of  the  Bible. 

Iam, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  W.  SINGLETON, 

Public  Library,  Borough  Librarian. 

3rd  August,  1911. 
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EXPENDITURE . 

£    s.  d.     £  s.  d. 

To  Salaries  of  Librarian  and  Staff   277  15  10 

„  Printing,  Stationery,  and  Advertising    44  19  11 

,,  Printing  Readers'  Review    18    1  8 

 63    1  7 

„  Cost  of  Premises  and  maintenance  : — 

Caretakers'  wages    84  15  7 

Hardware  and  furniture    10    4  1 

Electric  light  and  fittings    123    8  7 

Coke,  gas,  water,  etc    67  11  5 

Insurance  :  Building,  £6   8s.   3d.;  Pictures 
£8   12s.   2d.;   Fire    Insurance  Fund, 

£7  0s.   Od   22    0  5 

Rates    28    0  0 

Repairs  to  premises    17  12  6 

Window  cleaning   7    0  0 

  360  12  7 

,,  Books  : — 

Purchased  :  New  (845  volumes)    86  19  7 

Replacement  of  books    34  11  10 

Re-binding  books    46  14  4 

  168    5  9 

„  General  Library  Expenses  : — 

Officers'  disbursements    17    0  0 

Subscriptions  to  Societies    30  12  6 

Telephone  rental   10  17  9 

Conference  expenses   9    9  0 

Pictures  :  re-gilding  (Art  Gallery)    1  16  8 

Directories   1    5  0 

Papers  and  magazines   68    7  11 

Honorarium  to  Staff    15    0  0 

Book  Plate  design    1  12  3 

Carriage   0  19  8 

  157    0  9 


1026  16  6 

Add  :  Decrease  in  value  of  stock  during  the  year  2  17  11 


£1029  14  5 
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INCOME. 

£    s.  d.   £    s.  d. 

By  Fines    24    8  6 

„  Subscriptions  :  Non-residents    2    5  0 

„  Papers  sold   10  10  1 

„  Waste  Paper    0    8  5 

„  Reserved  books    115  9 

Damages  and  loss   1  14  1 

„  Extra  Cards    1    2  7 

  42    4  5 

Mechanics'  Institution  :  Proportion    of    cost  of 

heating    14    8  0 

Municipal  Offices,            ditto    4  14  9 


19  2  9 
61    7  2 

Balance  : — 

Amount  charged  on  Local  Rate  : 

Borough  Rate    968    7  3 


£1029  14  5 


J.  BECKETT. 

Borough  Treasurer. 

2nd  August,  191 1 


Corporation  of  Accrington. 


PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 

JOHN  W.  SINGLETON,  ig_ 

Borough  Librarian. 


TOitf\  tf\e  Compliments  of  tf\e 
Sorou^K  L^i6rarian. 


Table  giving  particulars  of  Stock  in  Lending  and  Reference  Departments. 


LENDING  D 

EPARTMENT. 

REFERENCE  DEPART 

1MENT. 

Class. 

No.  of  vols. 

in  stock 
beginning 

of  year. 

With- 

Additions 

to 
Stock. 

Net  total 
end  of  year, 
31st  March, 
1911. 

%  of 
Stock  in 

Class. 

issue  per 
each  Class. 

in  stock 
of  year. 

Additions 
Stock. 

No.  of  vols. 

in  Stock 
31s1  .March. 
1911. 

A 

534 

37 

33 

530 

3.85 

2.44 

804 

44 

848 

B 

159 

5 

164 

1.19 

4.38 

12 

14 

C 

640 

40 

680 

4.94 

2.93 

97 

15 

112 

D 

498 

30 

528 

3.84 

3.63 

139 

15 

154 

E 

742 

60 

802 

5.83 

2.46 

371 

17 

388 

P 

1180 

106 

1286 

9.35 

1.75 

311 

27 

338 

<S 

1623 

69 

1692 

12.31 

3.07 

637 

700 

H 

714 

37 

751 

5.46 

3.15 

596 

17 

613 

K 

406 

29 

435 

3.16 

7.61 

60 

17 

77 

L 

M  fict, 

816 
440 

5 

32 
80 

848 
515 

6.17 
3.74 

5.15 
11.37 

218 

14 

232 

1582 

47 

170 

1705 

12.40 

14.19 

N 

3549 

38 

294 

3805 

27.69 

15.69 

18 

5 

23 

917 

139 

1056 

12883 

127 

*985 

13741 

4180 

375 

4555 

*  219  volumes  out  of  this  total  take  the  place  of  volumes  previously  withdrawn 
from  circulation. 
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LENDING  DEPARTMENT. 


TABLE    SHEWING    THE    MONTHLY    ISSUES    IN    EACH    CLASS,    AND    DAILY    AVERAGE  ISSUE. 


 B  

1) 

E 

F 

G 

|| 

K 

L 

M 

Language 
Literature 

Urography 
History,' 

and 
Travel. 

Fine  and 
Recreative 
Arts. 

Juvenile  Literature. 

Daily 

average 
Issue. 

Books  on 

1910-11. 

!  Days 
1  open. 

Philosophy 

Religion 

Biography 

Natural 
Science. 

Useful 
Arts. 

Non-fi 
Ordinary 

ction. 

Fict 
Ordinary 

ion. 

Kiel  ion 

SlSonS& 
1910-11 

1909-10 

132 

58 

199 

169 

180 

205 

544 

222 

312 

395 

129 

343 

979 

1096 

5667 

10630 

409 
386 

67 
49 

9171 

8573 
8232 
8708 

113 

48 

173 

142 

140 

182 

424 

220 

230 

341 

112 

345 

824 

959 

5022 

9275 

7:) 
93 

56 

153 

135 

137 

175 

398 

190 

207 

338 

118 

264 

750 

837 

4610 

8441 
8661 

324 

41 

26 
21 

48 

121 

137 

140 

178 

432 

192 

231 

322 

103 

4741 

333 

54 

August   

108 

40 

119 

107 

152 

152 

375 

182 

242 

314 

99 

4425 

7999 

381 

51 

7463 
8626 

September  

26 

133 

54 

150 

162 

182 

209 

376 

192 

313 

346 

94 

381 

796 

1093 

4756 

9237 

355 

61 

October   

20 

126 

62 

192 

172 

170 

215 

412 

227 

290 

388 

126 

474 

934 

1351 

5013 

10152 

390 
385 

58 

10298 

November   

26 

99: 

68 

173 

189 

153 

182 

422 

197 

325 

380 

141 

422 

953 

1210 

5114 

10028 

75 

10386 

December  

25 

76 

185 

170 

188 

428 
466 

180 

273 

390 

133 

428 

1037 

1246 

January   

25 

114 

93 

77 

161 

192 

179 

199 

178 

296 

408 

163 

412 

1037 

1416 

5211 

10509 
9622 

420 

94 
84 

10018 

February   

24 
27 

72 
61 

182 
185  - 

157 

176 
164 

176 
202 

434 
489 

170 
224 

287 

358 

162 

377 

915 
944 

1217 
1371 

4846 
5281 

401 

388 

10361 
9846 

Mauch  

112 

185 

305- 

393 

156 

403 

10475 

90 

1536 

4320 

10679 

13422 

Totals   

3()2 

1296 

720 

1993 

1917 

1978 

2263 

5200 

2374 

3311 

4373 

5856 

24101 

59711 

115093 

381 

837 

111314 

29957 

Percentage  of 
Class  Issues 

1910-11 

1.12 

.62 

1.73 

1.66 

1.71 

1.96 

4.51 

2.06 

2.87 

3.79 

1.33 

.3.75 

9.27 

11.66 

51.88 

..  .. 

1566 

3094 

11147 

10774 

Totals  1909-10  .... 

303 

1334 

709 

2086 

2036 

2242 

2430 

5054 

2671 

3001 

4238 

4660 

21921 

58932 

111314 

367 

744 

26 

581 

Percentage  of 
Class  Issues 
L 909-10. 

1.19 

.63 

1.87 

1.82 

2.01 

2.18 

4.54 

2.39 

2.69 

3.80 

1.40 

2.77 

10.01 

9.67 

52.94 

\ 

\ 


